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• Background and Framework

• Project Overview and Current Status

• Housing Analysis

• Q & A
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By working together, [HUD, DOT, and EPA] can 
make sure that when it comes to development—
housing, transportation, energy efficiency—these 
things aren’t mutually exclusive; they go hand in h and. 
And that means making sure that affordable housing 
exists in close proximity to jobs and transportatio n. That 
means encouraging shorter travel times and lower tr avel 
costs. It means safer, greener, more livable commun ities.
–President Barack Obama



Federal Livability Principles
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Organizing Regionally 

• Lots of 
o Projects
o Partnerships
o Collaboration
o Data
o Plans
o Knowledge
o Passion for 

communities 
and 
sustainability 

• Federal agencies initiated 
conversations with local and 
regional organizations

• Initial group of partners met 
and discussed opportunities, 
needs, possible approaches

• Public event June 9, 2010 
o Thinking Globally, Assessing 

Regionally, Acting Locally



Grant Opportunity
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Transportation

Housing Economic 
Development



Regional Grant Application

• Land-of-Sky lead agency for regional 
planning grant

• Grant priorities fit nicely with regional 
priorities -

Overarching Theme – Regional Coordination

Strategic Initiatives/Priorities:

• Growth Management Planning

• Transportation and Air Quality

• Housing Affordability 

• Regional Brownfields Initiative

• Clean Energy Planning & Entrepreneurship



Grant Application Approach

• So many plans!

• No unifying vision 

• No plan that integrates 
existing plans

• Gather & analyze plans

• Create a regional vision 

• Identify & begin 
implementing projects



Project Overview 
• 3-year project to develop regional vision and strategies for economic 

prosperity, quality growth, sustainable development  
• Strategies/projects identified will focus on the subject areas described in 

the livability framework
• Will draw on existing plans and strategies and extensive public 

involvement 
• Work will be guided by a Consortium of local governments, economic 

development entities, non-profits, businesses, and other organizations

Jobs

Sustainable 
Community

Resources

Transportation Housing

Energy



Project Overview 
• Project area is 5-county Western 

North Carolina region: 

• Buncombe
• Haywood
• Henderson
• Madison
• Transylvania 



Project Goals
• Create a plan that promotes economic prosperity 
• Ensure broad and diverse participation in the process
• Create a regional/community picture based on existing 

plans/data to share with the public 
• Develop future scenarios and alternatives
• Gather widespread, unprecedented community input 

on future scenarios and existing, combined 
plans/strategies 

• Ensure that planning for transportation, housing, jobs, 
energy, land use, and cultural and natural resources is 
integrated 

• Seek implementation opportunities throughout the 
process

• Ensure that the Regional Plan is a “living document” 



Project Outcomes 
• A regional plan that can be a platform for elevating local 

strategies and needs to a regional level 
• A coordinated regional vision for economic prosperity, 

quality growth, and sustainability that allows the region 
to achieve more by working together than can be 
accomplished separately 

• Coordination of needs/planning across various subject 
areas so that limited resources can be used more 
effectively 

• Positions the region well for future funding opportunities 
(through Preferred Sustainability Status or by qualifying for 
funds contingent upon completion of this process) 





Process
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Estimated Timeline



How to Get Involved

• Complete & turn in the Project Involvement form in your 
agenda packet 

• Visit the project website: http://bit.ly/wnclci
• Work with your organization to join the Consortium
• Determine which workgroup your organization should 

participate in 
• Stay informed via email 
• Inform us of other organizations to involve 
• Attend future meetings and public forums as the 

project progresses



Current Status

• A Request for Proposals has been issued seeking 
assistance with implementation of the Initiative – visit 
http://bit.ly.wnclci to view the RFP 

• Early administrative requirements from HUD have been 
met 

• Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing underway 
• RENCI mapping and data collection underway 
• Preferred Sustainability Status 



Analysis of Impediments to 
Fair Housing Choice

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
Provisions to affirmatively further fair housing 
(AFFH) are principal and long-standing 
components of HUD’s housing and 
community development programs. These 
provisions flow from the mandate of Section 
808(e)(5) of the Fair Housing Act which 
requires the Secretary of HUD to administer 
the Department’s housing and urban 
development programs in a manner to 
affirmatively further fair housing.



Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
Definition: AFFH obligation has never 
been defined statutorily. However, HUD 
defines it as requiring a grantee to:
1. Conduct an analysis to identify impediments to 
fair housing choice within the jurisdiction
2. Take appropriate actions to overcome the 
effects of any impediments identified through the 
analysis
3. Maintain records reflecting the analysis and 
actions taken in this regard.



The AI is a review of impediments to 
fair housing choice in the public and 

private sector. 

Impediments to fair housing choice are:
• Any actions, omissions, or decisions taken 

because of race, color, religion, sex, disability, 
familial status, or national origin which restrict 
housing choices or the availability of housing 
choices

• Any actions, omissions, or decisions which have 
the effect of restricting housing choices or the 
availability of housing choices on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, 
or national origin.



AI Purpose
• Increasing Housing Choice
• Identifying Problems
• Assembling Fair Housing Information



Analysis of Impediments to 
Fair Housing Choice

• Input
• Community Survey
• Feedback



AI Information and Input

Ensure, community input through
• Fair Housing Organizations
• Other Governments
• Advocacy Groups
• Housing Providers
• Banks and Other Financial Institutions
• Educational Institutions
• Other Organizations
• General Public



AI RESULTS

Communicate Results:

• Public meetings
• Website 
• Public comments and feedback regarding 

conclusions and recommendations
• Publicize key aspects of the AI Report



QUESTIONS?

• Add to the back of your Project Involvement 
Form 

• Call 828-251-6622 
• Email carrie@landofsky.org
• Visit http://bit.ly.wnclci
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Consortium Agreement 

• Organizations desiring to participate in the Initiative should 
join the Consortium by completing the Consortium 
Agreement 

• Benefits to Consortium Members 
• Responsibilities of Consortium Members
• Details on how the Consortium can expand, change, or 

end 
• Governance Structure 





Small Group Discussions

Housing Energy Jobs/Economic 
Development

Natural & 
Cultural 

Resources 
Transportation

Land 
Use



QUESTIONS?

• Add to the back of your Project Involvement 
Form 

• Call 828-251-6622 
• Email carrie@landofsky.org
• Visit http://bit.ly.wnclci
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